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                  MAJOR CRIME IN 2002 

UNMIK Police recorded the following crime statistics for Kosovo during 2002, and the statistics for the years 2001 & 2000 are included for comparison.

The statistics clearly indicate that crime in Kosovo is stabilizing as UNMIK Police and the Kosovo Police Service are able to devote more resources to the investigation of ordinary crime. The increase in reported Grievous Assaults is believed to represent a greater willingness on the part of the victims to report such crimes instead of indulging in personal revenge. The number of Arsons increased but the severity of the crimes decreased.  Most Arsons were motivated by personal disputes between individuals (rarely resulting from ethnic conflict) and typically involved damage to non-residential property such as wood piles and hay stacks.    

Major Offenses

2000

2001

2002



Murder



245

136

68


Att. Murder


275

225

144

Kidnapping


190

165

106

Att. Kidnapping

108

91

64

Rape/Att. Rape

115

133

114



Grev. Assault


226

288

463


Robbery


490

440

365

Arson



523

218

477



Looting


22

6

6

Total



2194

1695

1807


2002 Murder victims by ethnicity: 
 60 Albanians, 6 Serbians, 2 Other ethnicities.

2002 Murder arrests by ethnicity: 
 43 Albanians, 2 Serbians, 2 Other ethnicities.   

Fatal traffic accidents also declined, with 250+ persons killed in 2000, 159 in 2001, and 132 in 2002. Police officers issued 222,351 traffic tickets during 2002 and the increased traffic enforcement is believed responsible for the decrease in fatalities.  
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For additional information, contact the UNMIK Police Office of Press and Public Information at Police MHQ in Pristina:  Tel. (381)-38-504-604-5071, FAX  5073.
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